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MMA Membership

Your membership is an investment in meaningful impact. Every legislative
protection, policy advancement, and barrier removed from clinical practice is
made possible through the strength of a connected physician community. 

Renew your membership here: MMA Membership

Montana Medical Association Welcomes Leeann Sherman as
New Chief Executive Officer

Montana Medical Association (5/28) Helena, Mont. — The Montana Medical
Association (MMA) is pleased to announce the appointment of Leeann Sherman,
MPS, CAE as its new Chief Executive Officer, effective June 4th, 2026.

Ms. Sherman is an accomplished Chief Executive Officer and Certified Association
Executive (CAE) with more than 25 years of leadership experience across
professional associations, nonprofit organizations, advocacy initiatives, and
community-driven mission based organizations. She brings extensive expertise in
healthcare and association management, strategic operations, advocacy and policy,
stakeholder engagement, governance, education and credentialing programs,
strategic communications, coalition development, and organizational growth. Read
full press release

A Message of Gratitude and Confidence for the Future

As I prepare to conclude my time as Chief Executive Officer of the Montana Medical
Association this week, I find myself reflecting on what has been an extraordinary 15-
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year journey.

It has been a privilege to work alongside our physician leaders, members, and staff
who make this professional association so effective and impactful. Throughout my
tenure, I have witnessed firsthand the dedication of Montana physicians—not only to
their patients, but also to one another and to the future of medicine in our state.
Whether advocating for policies that strengthen patient care, protect the patient
physician relationship, and maintain the viability of the practice of medicine,
supporting medical education, or addressing the challenges facing our profession,
MMA members have consistently stepped forward to lead. Read more

Montana Medical Association Resident Trustee Election
Results

Physician residents across Montana’s residency programs have elected two
physicians to represent residents on the MMA Board of Trustees. We congratulate the
newly elected resident representatives:

John Meuli, M.D. – Family Medicine Residency of Western Montana, Missoula

Austin Barnhardt, M.D. – Montana Family Medicine Residency, Billings

As members of the MMA Board of Trustees, Doctors Meuli and Barnhardt will help
guide the Association’s strategic direction, participate in governance and policy
decisions, oversee organizational priorities, and ensure the interests of Montana
physicians and their patients are represented. Board members play a critical role in
shaping the MMA’s advocacy efforts, programs, and initiatives, helping to advance the
practice of medicine and improve health care across the state.
 
As Resident Trustees, they will bring the perspectives and experiences of Montana’s
resident physicians to Board discussions, ensuring that the voices of physicians in
training are included in decisions that affect the future of medicine in Montana. Their
leadership will help strengthen connections among residency programs and foster
greater resident engagement within the Association.
 
The MMA will host its 148th Annual Board of Trustees Meeting at the Great Northern
Hotel in Helena on October 2–3, 2026. We encourage all members to mark their
calendars and join us, either in person or virtually, for this important gathering of
physician leaders from across Montana.
 
Please join us in congratulating Drs. Meuli and Barnhardt on their election and
thanking them for their willingness to serve Montana’s physician community. We look
forward to their contributions and leadership in the coming year.

Downing Introduces Partners Act to Grant States
Enforcement Authority over Medicare Advantage Plans

Office of Congressman Troy Downing (5/11) WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
Congressman Troy Downing (MT-02) introduced the Protecting Authority and
Restoring Tools Necessary for Enforcement by Regulatory States Act of 2026, or the
“PARTNERS Act of 2026,” legislation to grant states the ability to enforce existing
federal Medicare Advantage (MA) plan requirements.

Under current law, states are largely preempted from independently enforcing
standards on Medicare Advantage plans, leaving federal regulators as the sole
enforcement authority. The PARTNERS Act would create a parallel state enforcement
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track allowing states to require MA organizations operating within their borders to
comply with existing federal MA requirements. 

Importantly, the legislation does not create any new standards or mandates for
Medicare Advantage plans. Instead, it grants enforcement tools to states and
strengthens coordination between federal and state regulators. Read more

VOTE! Be Informed on National Candidates

Physicians across Montana participated in MMA’s 2026 Primary Candidate Forums in
April and May to hear directly from over 20 candidates vying to represent Montanans
in the U.S. House or Senate. MMA members can now view those forums, facilitated
by Doctors Nicole Clark and Shawna Yates, and learn where candidates stand on key
health care policy issues and why they are running for office.
 
MMA hosted these forums ahead of the June Primary Elections to help physicians
better understand candidates’ views, while also ensuring candidates were informed
on prioritized health care policy issues by Montana physicians impacting the practice
of medicine and patient care. Watch the recordings here: 2026 Candidate Forums
Recordings

AMA Urges Administration to Implement Broader Medical
Frailty Exemption

AMA (5/29) The AMA learned of reports that other parts of the Trump administration
are pressuring CMS to adopt a narrower definition of medical frailty and prohibit self-
attestation—contrary to what has been communicated to the AMA, states and other
stakeholders over the past few months. CMS’s interim final rule on Medicaid work
requirements is due on June 1. Read more

MMA has reached out to the office of Congressman Downing expressing concerns
about eligible patients losing coverage if a narrower definition is adopted, the added
burdens on physicians to verify diagnosis and ability to work based on government
rules every six months, and anticipated increase in wait times for all patients seeking
medical care with these additional, longer appointments. 

HHS Finalizes No Surprises Act rule to Streamline
Independent Dispute Resolution Process

Modern Healthcare (5/28, Early, Subscription Publication) reports, “After more than
two years of delay, the federal government issued a regulation Thursday
implementing major updates to the No Surprises Act.” This “final rule from the Health
and Human Services, Labor, and Treasury departments and the Office of Personnel
Management overhauls the law’s Independent Dispute Resolution process, which
health insurance companies and out-of-network” health systems “use to reconcile
claims covered under the No Surprises Act, which is intended to protect patients
against surprise bills.” According to Modern Healthcare, “The regulation adopts many
of the provisions from the proposed rule that federal authorities published in 2023
while making a handful of tweaks.” Read more

Montana Hurries To Adopt Trump’s Medicaid Work Rules
Amid Budget Woes
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KFF (5/27) Montana plans to be one of the first states to enforce President Donald
Trump’s work mandate for Medicaid enrollees, adding another challenge for state
health officials trying to plug a massive budget hole.

Clinicians and patient advocates say the incoming changes will deliver a twofold blow:
They expect the work requirements to kick more patients off Medicaid, meaning fewer
can afford care, while the health department’s budget problems make it harder for
doctors to serve those who keep the coverage. Read more

Intermountain Health to Cut Services in Montana, Others
Could Face Same Financial Strain

Billings Gazette (5/29) One of the largest healthcare systems in Montana announced
last week that it plans to shutter a clinic and scale back services at four others in what
industry experts described as a telling sign of how federal and state policy changes
might impact other providers.

Intermountain Health will close its Lewistown family medicine clinic on July 24 and lay
off six employees there. The Utah-based nonprofit will eliminate 35 additional
Montana jobs in June, affecting operations at four sites in Billings and Bozeman.

In a statement, Intermountain Health leadership said the organization is committed to
providing high quality care in Montana and suggested that the cuts were brought on
by the high costs, dwindling profit margins and unpredictability that now characterize
healthcare. Read more

PacificSource Exits ACA Exchanges, Montana Amid
Financial Strain

HealthcareDive (5/26) PacificSource, which is partly owned by Oregon-based
nonprofit health system Legacy Health, has about 500,000 members across ACA,
Medicare, Medicaid and employer-sponsored plans in Idaho, Montana, Oregon and
Washington.

The company is significantly downsizing its operations in 2027 amid rising financial
strain, PacificSource confirmed to Healthcare Dive. Roughly 42,000 members will be
impacted by the exits, a spokesperson said, and PacificSource plans to lay off a
number of employees as well.

The spokesperson declined to provide how many employees will be let go, saying the
company is finalizing a number and wants to communicate with impacted personnel
directly. Currently, PacificSource employs more than 1,500 people, according to its
website. Read more

Montana Medicaid State Plan Amendment – Medicaid
Expansion Community Engagement Requirements 

DPHHS (5/28) DPHHS will be implementing community engagement requirements for
Medicaid Expansion participants. Medicaid Expansion is also known as the Montana
Health and Economic Livelihood Partnership (HELP) Program. Participation in
Medicaid Expansion will require meeting community engagement requirements.
These requirements apply to all Medicaid Expansion participants who do not meet the

https://kffhealthnews.org/medicaid/medicaid-work-requirements-trump-montana-budget-shortfalls/
https://billingsgazette.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/article_85a71c3b-795c-50f4-8ec6-9355ba8fcbea.html
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/pacificsource-exits-aca-montana/821084/


criteria for an exclusion. Participants must continue meeting the community
engagement requirements throughout coverage.

The proposed amendment ensures that Montana will meet community engagement
requirements mandated by the federal bill known as “One Big Beautiful Bill” or
“H.R.1.” This bill was signed into law on July 4, 2025. Full State Plan

Executive Order Endorses HHS Assessment on Childhood
Vaccines as Guide for Federal Agencies

Reuters (5/29, Shakil, Acharya) reported that the president signed an executive order
“to acknowledge a recent scientific assessment by the Department of Health and
Human Services on childhood vaccines as a guide for the federal government, the
White House said on Friday.” The order directs the CDC and its Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices “to review the HHS assessment and clinical data to update
the vaccines schedule for children and adolescents, according to the text of the
order.” The review by CDC’s vaccine panel ​ACIP “should consider ways to be flexible
to doctors and parents and provide recommendations for timing and sequencing of
the administration of routine immunizations, it added.” Read more

Fall/Winter Bulletin Now Available

Our Fall/Winter Bulletin, along with previous
issues of MMA Rounds is now available on our
website under the "news" tab. Catch up on
updates, advocacy highlights, and important news
impacting Montana physicians, all in one
convenient place. Visit our website to read the
latest issue and explore past editions at your
convenience.

https://www.mmaoffice.org/bulletin-and-rounds/

Your Care is at Our Core

Physicians are Patients’ Strongest Allies in Health: Every Step of the Way
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Montana Medical Association has joined other
state medical associations to launch a campaign
to elevate physician’s reputations, fight
legislative battles, and amplify the patient-
physician relationship.

In recent years physicians have faced reputational challenges brought on by broader
frustrations with the healthcare system. Recognizing the need to better understand
and address these challenges, the American Medical Association’s Advocacy
Resource Center conducted extensive opinion research and found that Americans
want to see more of their physicians. 89% of national voters agree that the doctor-
patient relationship is central to health care – but structural factors have habituated
them to the idea that physicians are hard to schedule and that they are forced to
spend too little time with them. As a result, Your Care is at Our Core was developed
directly from these research findings and was created to elevate the message of what
drives physicians: trust, empathy, compassion, and time caring and fighting for their
patients. Since its launch in January 2024, more than half of state medical
associations have chosen to participate in Your Care is at Our Core, including us.
Learn more: https://www.mmaoffice.org/your-care-is-at-our-core/
Share your story: Your Care is at our Core: Gathering Physician Stories

If you are interested in sharing a testimonial to be posted on our social media
platforms, please contact Lexie Gleasman lexie@mmaoffice.org

MEMBERSHIPS DUES & RENEWALS

2026 Membership: Renew Your MMA Membership

As the recognized voice of the medical profession in Montana for more than
147 years, the Montana Medical Association and local medical societies have
represented Montana’s physicians with a keen understanding of unique challenges
facing our medical professionals. The ever-changing health care landscape is a
reality and the Montana Medical Association is prepared to keep pace with those
changing realities.
 
What we do together, no one physician can do alone. Your membership makes a
difference in strengthening the physician’s voice, shaping the changing health care
landscape, and advancing ambitious clinical and educational initiatives that
empowers physicians and positively impacts patient care and the practice of medicine
in Montana.
 
Have an impact through your support of the MMA where the physician voice is
unified, patient centered policies are amplified, and capacity can grow to advance

medical science. You can easily join or renew now below, or call (406) 443-4000. 

BUY YOUR MMA MEMBERSHIP
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ADVOCACY REMINDERS

You can view our VoterVoice at any time to see what issues we are promoting at
this link.

If you wish to testify or help with advocacy efforts, please contact Jean
Branscum at jean@mmaoffice.org, and we can help coordinate.
Additionally, check out our Legislative Advocacy Training video taught by
SetPoint Media founder Tara Jensen, which can be viewed here with your MMA
login.

Calendar of Upcoming Events

October 2-3, 2026 MMA Annual Meeting Helena, MT

If you would like your event listed, please email the name, date, and a way to find
more information to mma@mmaofice.org.

MMA Member Perks

Gohagan & Company Travel Offers

Embark on an exhilarating European adventure steeped in storied history,
grand architecture and breathtaking scenery on this fabulous 12-day, 11-

night itinerary featuring a deluxe river cruise plus an
unforgettable Swiss getaway. Discover the timeless beauty of the Rhine
and Moselle as you wind past storybook towns, terraced vineyards and

forested hills crowned by castles. Marvel at the sweeping grandeur of the
Alps and Lake Geneva. 
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Gohagan & Company – Exclusive Ocean Cruises, River Cruises, and Land Tours for
Alumni, Affinity and Group Travelers

Telehealth, Secure Messaging,
﻿and More

Backline is an award-winning secure
messaging and clinical communication
platform that connects all of the
stakeholders in a patient’s journey.

Connect with patients in virtual
visits and share information between
your staff, family members,
caretakers, and outside providers in
real-time—all in a convenient, HIPAA-
compliant solution.

Keep your patients engaged and your
team in sync with Backline.
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Montana Rx Card

This program is being provided to you
to distribute to your patients to help
lower their prescription drug costs.
Simply distribute the FREE
Prescription Drug Card below and
your patients can save up to 75%
(discounts average roughly 30%) at
more than 68,000 national and
regional pharmacies. This card can be
used as a primary plan and/or it can
be used on prescriptions not covered
by other plans. This program also
includes other value-added programs,
which will be listed on the card. This
card is pre-activated and can be used
immediately.

Follow Us On Social Media!

Stay up to date with Association events and initiatives by following us on
Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn
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