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The Montana Medical Association is pleased to share the 2011 Legislative Scorecard for 
the 62nd session of the Montana Legislature.  The scorecard is a review of prioritized 
health care issues addressed during the session that focused on preserving the 
physician/patient relationship, maintaining access to care, and ensuring patient safety.   
 
The number of health care related bills appeared to have hit an all time high which is 
notable and reflective of the importance of the issue to Montanans.  The MMA is the 
voice for physicians during these debates and many physician members worked diligently 
to ensure that voice was heard throughout the 88-day session.  
 
The intent of the scorecard is to inform physician members of how their state legislators 
voted overall on bills that were of most importance to physicians and their patients.  The 
bills selected to be listed on the scorecard are reflective of where the MMA focused most 
of its efforts during the session: tort reform, workers’ compensation reform, patient safety 
and health care access.  
 
Points were assigned based on the importance of the bill.  A bill assigned a higher point 
value would have greater importance.  Points were assigned based on the final vote on the 
bill.  Points were also assigned to the committee votes.  Legislators were given a point if 
their committee vote supported the MMA position.  For committees, a vote against the 
MMA position resulted in a loss of a point.   
 
The MMA has formally recognized legislators who were pro-patient and pro-physician 
with a Friend of the MMA award.  These legislators aligned with the MMA position over 
80% of the time or assisted the MMA with a commitment to working for the common of 
all patients and physicians.  We thank these members of our state legislature for their 
support. 
 
The MMA also extends its appreciation to all of our citizen legislators who continually 
strive to fully understand the complex issues surrounding health care in order to make the 
best policy decisions for our patients. 
 
Jean Branscum 
Executive Vice President 

http://www.mmaoffice.org/
mailto:mma@mmaoffice.org
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House
Beck Bill Whitefish H 6 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Blyton Joanne Joliet H 59 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Brodehl Randy Kalispell H 7 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Connell Patrick Conner H 87 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Cook Rob Brady H 27 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Cuffe Mike Eureka H 2 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Ehli Ron Hamilton H 88 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Esp John Big Timber H 61 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Gibson Steve East Helena H 78 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Hendrick Gordon Superior H 14 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Hollandsworth Roy Brady H 28 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Knox James Billings H 47 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Loney Cleve Great Falls H 25 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

MacLaren Gary Victor H 89 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

McGillvray Tom Billings H 50 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

McNutt Walter Sidney H 37 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Milburn Mike Cascade H 19 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

O'Hara Jesse Great Falls H 18 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Osmundson Ryan Buffalo H 29 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Regier Keith Kalispell H 5 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Roberts Don Billings H 56 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Skees Derek Kalispell H 4 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Warburton Wendy Havre H 34 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Washburn Ted Bozeman H 69 26 26 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5

Hansen Kristin Havre H 33 25 25 100.0% EXCUSED 4 4 4 4 4 5

Bennett Gerald Libby H 1 26 25 96.2% 0 4 4 4 4 4 5

Greef Edward Florence H 90 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Klock Harry Harlowton H 83 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

McNiven Jonathan Huntley H 44 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Reichner Scott Bigfork H 9 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Rosendale Matthew Glendive H 38 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Salomon Daniel Ronan H 12 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Vance Gordon Bozeman H 67 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Welborn Jeffrey Dillon H 72 32 30 93.8% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Arntzen Elsie Billings H 53 31 29 93.5% 1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 4 1 4 1 5
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Fitzpatrick Steve Great Falls H 20 30 28 93.3% 1 1 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5 1 1

Blasdel Mark Somers H 10 27 25 92.6% 1 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Hoven Brian Great Falls H 24 27 25 92.6% 1 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Lavin Steve Kalispell H 8 27 25 92.6% 1 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Stahl Wayne Saco H 35 27 25 92.6% 1 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Taylor Janna Dayton H 11 27 25 92.6% 1 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Smith Cary Billings H 55 34 31 91.2% 0 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5 1 1

Skattum Dan Livingston H 62 29 26 89.7% 0 -1 4 4 4 4 4 5 1 1

Knudsen Austin Culbertson H 36 27 24 88.9% 0 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Miller Mike Helmville H 84 27 24 88.9% 0 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

O'Neil Jerry
Columbia 
Falls

H 3 27 24 88.9% 0 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Randall Lee Broadus H 39 27 24 88.9% 0 4 4 4 4 4 -1 5

Small Sterling Busby H 41 33 29 87.9% 1 -1 4 1 -1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5

Howard David Park City H 60 29 25 86.2% 1 1 4 4 4 0 4 5 1 1

Read Joe Ronan H 15 29 25 86.2% 1 1 4 4 4 4 0 5 1 1

Ankney Duane Colstrip H 43 27 23 85.2% 1 4 4 4 1 4 0 5

Burnett Tom Bozeman H 63 26 22 84.6% 1 4 4 4 4 0 5

Harris Bill Mosby H 30 26 22 84.6% 1 4 4 4 0 4 5

Kary Douglas Billings H 48 26 22 84.6% 1 4 4 4 0 4 5

Evans Lila Browning H 16 24 20 83.3% 1 4 1 -1 EXCUSED -1 EXCUSED 1 4 1 4 1 5

Flynn Kelly Townsend H 68 23 19 82.6% 1 4 4 4 -1 4 4 -1 ABSNT OR 0T 
VOTING

Clark Christy Choteau H 17 32 26 81.3% 1 4 1 -1 4 -1 4 1 4 1 4 -1 5

Bangerter Liz Helena H 80 29 21 72.4% 1 1 4 4 4 0 0 5 1 1

Ingraham Pat
Thompson 
Falls

H 13 29 21 72.4% 1 1 4 4 4 0 0 5 1 1

McChesney William Miles City H 40 26 18 69.2% 1 4 0 4 4 0 5

Edmunds Champ Missoula H ## 26 17 65.4% 0 0 4 4 4 0 5

Hale Alan Basin H 77 27 17 63.0% 1 0 4 4 4 0 -1 5

Berry Tom Roundup H 45 32 20 62.5% 1 4 1 -1 0 1 4 -1 4 1 0 1 5

More Michael
Gallatin 
Gateway

H 70 29 17 58.6% 1 1 0 4 4 0 0 5 1 1

Williams Kathleen Bozeman H 65 27 15 55.6% 1 4 0 4 0 0 1 5

Hiner Cynthia Deer Lodge H 85 18 10 55.6% 1 4 0 0 EXCUSED EXCUSED 5

Mehlhoff Robert Great Falls H 26 26 14 53.8% 1 4 0 0 4 0 5

Kerns Krayton Laurel H 58 25 13 52.0% EXCUSED 0 0 4 4 0 5

Wagner Bob Harrison H 71 26 13 50.0% 0 0 4 4 0 0 5

Kennedy Dan Laurel H 57 29 14 48.3% 0 -1 0 4 4 0 0 5 1 1

Barrett Dick Missoula H 93 27 11 40.7% 1 4 0 0 0 0 1 5



HB 83 HB 334 HB 396 HB 405 HB 408 HB 416 HB 464 HB 626 SB 241 SB 272

MMA Legislative Scorecard (Law) HB 83 (Law) HB 334 (Failed) HB 396 (Vetoed) HB 405 (Vetoed) HB 408 (Law) HB 416 (Vetoed) HB 464 (Failed) HB 626 (Law) SB 241 (Failed) SB 272

2011 
Legislative 
Session 

Create 
prescription 

drug 
registry

Committee 
Votes

Generally 
revise 

workers' 
comp

Committee 
Votes

Provide for 
health care 
professional 
transparency

Committee 
Votes

Medical 
Malpractice 

Reform

Committee 
Votes

Provide for 
timely filing 

and 
resolution of 

claims in 
medical 
liability 
cases

Committee 
Votes

Provide for 
confidentialit
y for medical 

practices 
quality 

assurance

Committee 
Votes

Provide 
medical 
liability 

protection for 
hard-to-
recruit 

subspecialist
s

Committee 
Votes

Increase 
Tobacco 
Product 
Taxes

Committee 
Votes

Revise 
calculation 

of physician 
reimbursem

ent for 
Medicaid 
services

Committee 
Votes

Revise laws 
related to 

psychologists 
prescriptive 

authority

Committee 
Votes

Bill Sponsor Berry Reichner Small Taylor Smith Klock Blasdel Schmidt Priest Murphy

MMA Position Support Support Support 
(MMA Bill)

Support 
(MMA Bill) Support Support 

(MMA Bill) Support Support Support 
(MMA Bill) Oppose

1 1 or -1 4 1 or -1 3 1 or -1 4 1 or -1 4 1 or -1 4 1 or -1 4 1 or -1 1 1 or -1 5 1 or -1 3 1 or -1
Total 

Possible
Total 

Actual
% Support with 

MMA

Legislators Highlighted in Yellow are Designated as a Friend of the MMA

Malek Sue Missoula H 98 27 11 40.7% 1 4 0 0 0 0 1 5

McClafferty Edith Butte H 75 27 11 40.7% 1 4 0 0 0 0 1 5

McNally Mary Billings H 49 27 11 40.7% 1 4 0 0 0 0 1 5

Phillips Mike Bozeman H 66 27 11 40.7% 1 4 0 0 0 0 1 5

Yates Max Butte H 74 30 12 40.0% 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 -1 5 1 1

Belcourt Tony Box Elder H 32 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Bennett Bryce Missoula H 92 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Driscoll Robyn Billings H 51 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Hands Betsy Missoula H 99 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Hollenbaugh Galen Helena H 81 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

MacDonald Margie Billings H 54 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Menahan Mike Helena H 82 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Peterson Ken Billings H 46 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Price Jean Great Falls H 21 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Sands Diane Missoula H 95 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Schmidt Trudi Great Falls H 22 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Sesso Jon Butte H 76 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Smith Frank Poplar H 31 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Wilmer Franke Bozeman H 64 26 10 38.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5

Hill Ellie Missoula H 94 29 11 37.9% 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 -1 1

Pease-Lopez Carolyn Billings H 42 29 11 37.9% 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 1 -1

Swanson Kathy Anaconda H 86 25 9 36.0% EXCUSED 4 0 0 0 0 5

Squires Carolyn Missoula H 96 32 8 25.0% 1 4 -1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 4 -1 5

Furey Timothy Milltown H 91 34 8 23.5% 1 1 4 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 -1 5 1 1

Hunter Chuck Helena H 79 35 7 20.0% 1 1 4 -1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 5 1 1

Noonan Pat Ramsay H 73 35 7 20.0% 1 1 4 -1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 5 1 1

Boland Carlie Great Falls H 23 31 5 16.1% 1 4 -1 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1 0 -1 5

Court Virginia Billings H 52 32 4 12.5% 1 4 -1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 5

Reinhart Michele Missoula H 97 32 4 12.5% 1 4 -1 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 5

Senate
Mowbray Carmine Polson S 6 35 35 100.0% 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5 3 1

Steinbeisser Donald Sidney S 19 35 35 100.0% 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5 3 1

Tutvedt Bruce Kalispell S 3 35 35 100.0% 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5 3 1

Priest Jason Red Lodge S 30 31 31 100.0% 1 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 1 3

Lewis Dave Helena S 42 30 30 100.0% 1 EXCUSED 4 4 4 4 4 5 1 3

Brenden John Scobey S 18 29 29 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 3
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Olson Alan Roundup S 23 24 24 100.0% 1 4 4 4 4 4 EXCUSED 3

Arthun Ron Wilsall S 31 29 28 96.6% 0 4 4 4 4 4 5 3

Hutton Rowlie Havre S 17 31 28 90.3% 1 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 1 0

Murphy Terry Cardwell S 39 31 28 90.3% 1 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 1 0

Barrett Debby Dillon S 36 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Brown Taylor Huntley S 22 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Buttrey Edward Great Falls S 13 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Jones Llew Conrad S 14 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Lake Bob Hamilton S 44 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Peterson Jim Buffalo S 15 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Ripley Rick Wolf Creek S 9 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Zinke Ryan Whitefish S 2 29 26 89.7% 1 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Hinkle Greg
Thompson 
Falls

S 7 29 25 86.2% 0 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Sonju Jon Kalispell S 4 29 25 86.2% 0 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Vincent Chas Libby S 1 29 25 86.2% 0 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Walker Edward Billings S 29 29 25 86.2% 0 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Wittich Arthur Bozeman S 35 29 25 86.2% 0 4 4 4 4 4 5 0

Jackson Verdell Kalispell S 5 35 30 85.7% 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5 0 -1

Moore Frederick Miles City S 20 35 30 85.7% 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5 0 -1

Balyeat Joe Bozeman S 34 35 29 82.9% 0 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 5 0 -1

Essmann Jeff Billings S 28 30 22 73.3% 1 EXCUSED 4 4 4 4 4 0 1 0

Hawks Bob Bozeman S 33 29 18 62.1% 1 4 4 0 4 0 5 0

Gillan Kim Billings S 24 31 16 51.6% 1 1 4 0 4 0 0 5 1 0

Caferro Mary Helena S 40 31 15 48.4% 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 1 3

Shockley Jim Victor S 45 29 14 48.3% 1 4 0 4 0 0 5 0

Williams Carolyn Missoula S 46 29 13 44.8% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 3

Branae Gary Billings S 27 29 10 34.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 0

Hamlett Bradley 
Maxon

Cascade S 10 29 10 34.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 0

Jent Larry Bozeman S 32 29 10 34.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 0

Keane Jim Butte S 8 29 10 34.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 0

Larsen Cliff Missoula S 50 29 10 34.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 0

Moss Lynda Billings S 26 29 10 34.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 0

Wanzenried David Missoula S 49 29 10 34.5% 1 4 0 0 0 0 5 0

Tropila Mitch Great Falls S 12 35 11 31.4% 1 4 1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 5 3 1

Gallus Steve Butte S 37 29 9 31.0% 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 3

Kaufmann Christine Helena S 41 29 6 20.7% 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 0
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Augare Shan3n Browning S 8 29 5 17.2% 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0

Blewett Anders Great Falls S 11 29 5 17.2% 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0

Facey Tom Missoula S 48 35 6 17.1% 1 4 1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 3 1

Van Dyk Kendall Billings S 25 31 5 16.1% 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 -1 0

Vuckovich Gene Anaconda S 43 35 3 8.6% 1 4 1 0 -1 0 -1 0 1 0 -1 0 0 -1

Erickson Ron Missoula S 47 29 1 3.4% 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Stewart-Peregoy Sharon
Crow 
Agency

S 21 35 -3 -8.6% 1 0 1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1

Windy Boy Jonathan Box Elder S 16 35 -3 -8.6% 1 0 1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 -1 0 0 -1
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